rHE  RULE   OF  OUTER   CROM \\EIL

degenerated into a military despotism. To this
same extravagance was ultimately clue the repeated
failure of the Protector's efforts to rule constitu-
tionally. The mass of the people had no sympathy
with the cry for a u Gospel-Parliament/1 with the com-
munism of one section, with the Judaism of another,
or with the proposed fulfilment of prophecy by a
third ; they naturally preferred Magna Charta to
the Decalogue, and Kelwarcl I, to Moses in the
sphere of politics, and they desired a settlement
of the country upon mundane lines rather than an
attempt to anticipate the Millennium. And so,
despite the glory which surrounded Cromwell and
the prosperity enjoyed under his rule, Englishmen
were discontented, and it was only his personal
genius which prevented a Restoration at a much
earlier date.

But although as a revolutionary movement the
Great Rebellion failed, its work was permanent,
and while the constitution was theoretically un-
altered, it was practically greatly modified. Hitherto
the possibility of an absolute monarchy had been
always present, and it was not regarded as ex-
traordinary that a king should occasionally dispense
with the assistance of a representative assembly.
But from this time the paramount influence and
the regular meeting of Parliament were assured,
and, while a limited degree of personal rule was
allowed, certain matters were henceforth generally
regarded as being altogether outside the sphere of
royal activity. The execution of Charles I. afforded
a salutary warning as to the results of trifling with